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Introduction: 

In the 3rd century BC, Greek and later Roman scholars laid the foundation of Geography. During this 

period, Eratosthenes first popularized the word 'Geography'. This word is derived from 'Geo' meaning Earth 

and 'Graphe' meaning Description. Thus, the science that describes the Earth is Geography. From the 3rd 

century BC to the 8th century AD, this science focused on the study of natural elements. However, from the 

late 18th century, human beings were included in Geography, and it became known as a human-centric 

science. Based on the subject matter, the field was divided into two main branches: Physical Geography and 

Human Geography. 

Natural elements are studied in Physical Geography, while cultural elements are studied in Human 

Geography. As the scope of both branches expanded, sub-branches had to be created, such as 

Geomorphology, Climatology, Oceanography, Soil Science, and Biogeography. Among these branches of 

Physical Geography, Oceanography is a major branch that has been studied independently for the last 70 

years. The word 'Ocean' refers to a vast water body or sea, and 'Graphe' means description. Thus, 

Oceanography means the description of seas or oceans. This subject involves a detailed study of the 

properties of ocean water, ocean floor relief, ocean currents, tides, ocean waves, marine deposits, and marine 

resources. 

Definitions of Oceanography: 

1. The science that studies the lakes, seas, and oceans of the Earth is called Oceanography. 

2. The description and scientific analysis of components related to ocean water is Oceanography. 

3. The scientific study of the properties of ocean water, its movements, depths, and average deposits is 

Oceanography. 

4. The branch of Physical Geography in which studies are conducted regarding natural, chemical, 

geological, and biological components related to the ocean. 

5. The study conducted with the aim of exploring marine and oceanic resources to fulfill human needs. 

 

Nature of Oceanography: 

The study of the ocean has been part of science since ancient times. The methods used for studying physical 

components have been adopted in the study of Oceanography. 

A) Descriptive Nature 

B) Regional Nature 

C) Objective Nature 



D) Causal (Cause-and-Effect) Nature 

E) Scientific Nature 

F) Dynamic Nature 

 

A) Descriptive Nature: 

In ancient times, sea voyages took place for purposes such as establishing power, expanding trade, and 

discovering new sea routes. Descriptions of events, geographical features, and the environment along these 

routes are found in early writings. Descriptive information about wind direction and speed, marine life, and 

sea conditions is important in the study of Oceanography. 

B) Regional Nature: 

While observing the characteristics of various oceans, similarities and differences were found. This made it 

difficult to study the oceans on a global scale. Therefore, a new school of thought emerged suggesting that 

studying the oceans by dividing them into regions would be more effective. Consequently, the study of 

Oceanography began to involve detailed regional studies of the North and South Pacific, North and South 

Atlantic, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean Sea, Arabian Sea, Red Sea, Bay of Bengal, etc. This is called the 

Regional Nature of Oceanography. 

C) Objective Nature: 

While studying the ocean regionally, some components receive special importance while other important 

factors may be neglected. To give due justice to such components, a specific part of the ocean or a specific 

characteristic is chosen for in-depth study. For example, selecting and studying specifically the ocean 

currents of the Indian Ocean, the relief of the ocean floor, or the temperature and salinity of the Pacific 

Ocean constitutes Objective Nature. 

D) Causal (Cause-and-Effect) Nature: 

Studies have proved that specific geographical components occur and repeat regularly in different parts of 

the ocean. Why and how do events like ocean current direction, salinity, temperature, and deposits occur? 

The reasoning behind such questions is accepted in the study of Oceanography. This is known as the Causal 

Nature of Oceanography. 

E) Scientific Nature: 

In the scientific method, a subject is chosen, hypotheses are formed, objectives are set, data is collected and 

classified, and then scientific analysis and conclusions are drawn. This same method is used in 

Oceanography. Theories and concepts are proposed by conducting in-depth and scientific studies of ocean 

temperature, salinity, currents, sediment accumulation, and the distribution of marine resources. 

F) Dynamic Nature: 

The main characteristic of ocean water is its dynamism. Changes occur regularly and specifically in terms of 

space and time regarding ocean movements, temperature, density, salinity, deposits, and water levels. This is 

called dynamism. This aspect has attracted the attention of researchers, giving the subject a Dynamic Nature. 

 

 

 



Scope of Oceanography: 

Oceanography is a major branch of Physical Geography that emerged as an independent discipline about 70 

years ago. With the growth of the human population, human needs increased, and continental resources 

began to fall short. To fulfill these needs, humans focused on the ocean. As many needs are met by the 

ocean, the relationship between humans and the sea has become stronger. The scope of Oceanography is 

expanding day by day, as explained by the following points: 

1. Oceanography and Human Life 

2. Oceanography and Landforms (Relief) 

3. Oceanography and Climate 

4. Oceanography and Resources 

5. Oceanography and Engineering 

6. Oceanography and Environment 

7. Oceanic Movements 

8. Marine Biological Components 

 

1) Oceanography and Human Life: 

Human activities vary in different countries according to the natural environment. Countries have achieved 

economic and social development through agriculture, industry, and trade. Countries with limited 

agricultural land but proximity to the sea, such as Japan, England, and New Zealand, have used deep-sea 

fishing technology to solve food problems and develop commercial fishing. Since fishing is the main 

occupation for most coastal people, they have adapted their methods by understanding ocean depth, winds, 

waves, currents, tides, and marine weather. 

2) Oceanography and Landforms: 

Just as landforms are found on continents, similar forms are found on the ocean floor. Features like the 

Continental Shelf, Continental Slope, Abyssal Plains, Ocean Trenches, and Islands are related to human 

activities like fishing, energy production, and mineral extraction. Therefore, the study of Oceanography must 

include the processes that form these landforms. 

3) Oceanography and Climate: 

Approximately 71% of the Earth is covered by water and 29% by land. Events in the Earth's atmosphere are 

primarily influenced by water bodies. For example, temperature, rainfall, moisture, cloud formation, and 

storms. Ocean water plays a vital role in determining the climate of a place. Therefore, since the 19th 

century, Oceanography has been studied in the context of Climatology. 

4) Oceanography and Resources: 

A resource is something that has the capacity to fulfill human needs. Since the ocean has the capacity to 

meet various human needs, it has become a multi-dimensional resource. Food, transport, tourism, minerals, 

and energy provided by the ocean contribute significantly to human development. 

 

 



5) Oceanography and Engineering: 

Engineering is of paramount importance in Oceanography. In fact, different aspects of the ocean have come 

to light because of engineering. Techniques like sound waves (Sonar), light rays, and satellite imagery have 

made it easy to study ocean depth, floor relief, and coastal distances. Canals like the Panama (connecting the 

Atlantic and Pacific), Suez (connecting the Mediterranean and Red Sea), and Kiel (connecting the North Sea 

and Baltic Sea) have saved time, distance, and money by connecting water bodies. 

6) Oceanography and Environment: 

Humans strive for progress through new discoveries and technology. Due to excessive human interference 

beyond natural limits, major changes are occurring in the marine environment. The scope of Oceanography 

includes solving marine environmental problems such as increasing maritime transport, ship accidents, oil 

spills from repair centers, water pollution, and nuclear testing. Global warming due to the greenhouse effect 

and ozone depletion is also causing a rise in sea levels. 

7) Oceanic Movements: 

Oceanic movements are created through the interaction between the ocean, atmosphere, and gravity. This 

includes three major movements: Tides, Ocean Currents, and Waves. The study of all these components is 

part of Oceanography. 

8) Marine Biological Components: 

Oceanography studies ecosystems like coastal wetlands, lagoons, and mangroves, as well as marine animals 

in shallow coastal waters. Additionally, it involves the study of vegetation and animals from the surface to 

the floor, marine food chains, and cycles. 

 

History of Oceanography: 

The history of Oceanography can be understood through human marine activities and key concepts. It is 

broadly divided into three periods: 

1. Ancient Period 2) Medieval Period 3) Modern Period 

1) Ancient Period: 

In this period, people went to sea to discover new regions, establish power, increase trade, and find new 

routes. Excavations at Mohenjo-daro, Harappa, and Lothal prove that Indian traders were trading in the 

Indian Ocean around 3000 BC. The Greek thinker Aristotle described many species of marine organisms. 

There is evidence of measuring ocean depth near Sardinia in 100 BC. Greek scholars also measured ocean 

depths up to 2000 meters using echoes. 

2) Medieval Period: 

In the early medieval period, Oceanography did not see much progress. However, there are examples of 

Europeans conducting sea voyages in the North Sea. In 1416, Prince Henry started a separate school for 

maritime studies and began ocean research. Bartholomew successfully completed a voyage from the Cape of 

Good Hope back to Portugal. During this time, Christopher Columbus reached the West Indies while 

searching for India. In 1497, Vasco da Gama sailed around the Cape of Good Hope to reach India, 

discovering a new route connecting the West to South Asia. Ferdinand Magellan made history by 

circumnavigating the Earth. In 1582, Sir Francis Drake discovered the Antarctic continent. In the 17th 



century, British and other European colonies were established in North America. In 1770, Benjamin Franklin 

mapped the Gulf Stream, which aided maritime transport in the Atlantic. 

3) Modern Period: 

In the 19th century, most maritime expeditions were conducted with a scientific perspective. As part of this, 

the French Atlantic expedition attempted to study ocean depth, temperature, and floor environment. In 1818, 

Sir John Ross proved the existence of marine species at a depth of 300 meters. American naval officer 

Matthew Fontaine Maury discovered safe and effective trade routes; he is known as the "Pathfinder of the 

Seas." In 1853, Maury published the textbook 'The Physical Geography of the Sea'. 

The HMS Challenger expedition (December 1872 to May 1876) is considered the first significant 

scientific research mission in the deep sea. Based on data from this mission, Physical, Chemical, Geological, 

and Biological Oceanography were established. A 50-volume report was prepared, detailing ocean currents, 

temperature, depth, floor relief, and species in the abyssal zones. 

The 20th century is the century of scientific revolution. Modern equipment is used extensively. In 1932, the 

Discovery II explored the Southern Ocean. The International Council for the Exploration of the Sea was 

established in Copenhagen, Denmark. Marine science institutions were established in almost all coastal 

countries. 

 

Oceanography and Other Earth and Atmospheric Sciences: 

Oceanography is interdisciplinary. From the origin of the ocean to the marine environment, physical, 

chemical, geological, and biological components must be considered. 

1. Geology and Oceanography: The formation of continents and water bodies, as well as secondary 

and tertiary landforms, depends on geological structure. This includes the study of the continental 

shelf, slopes, plains, ridges, and trenches. 

2. Physics and Oceanography: This helps in understanding the dimensions of ocean water, including 

density, gravity, tides, light penetration, wave structure, speed, and direction. 

3. Biology and Oceanography: Focuses on the external and internal structures of marine plants and 

animals, ecosystems, and their distribution as food sources. 

4. Chemistry and Oceanography: Studies the chemical properties and compounds in seawater, 

leading to discoveries of minerals like gold, silver, copper, and salts, as well as medicinal properties 

of marine life. 

5. Environmental Science and Oceanography: Post-WWII, this focused on how human activities like 

oil extraction, industrial waste, and global warming (greenhouse effect) affect marine ecosystems. 

6. Meteorology and Oceanography: The ocean acts as a major controller of air pressure, temperature, 

winds, and the hydrological cycle. 

7. Astronomy and Oceanography: The positions of planets, the moon (tides), and gravitational forces 

are essential to understanding oceanic movements. 

 

 

 



Significance of Oceanography: 

Nature has provided humans with the Lithosphere, Atmosphere, and Hydrosphere. Today, the Hydrosphere 

is emerging as a great alternative to the Lithosphere. 

1. Minerals: The ocean holds vast reserves of gold, silver, copper, uranium, and potassium. About 75 

countries produce oil and natural gas from the deep sea. 

2. Food: With the population explosion, the ocean provides a necessary alternative to land-based food. 

Over 80% of the world's population uses fish as a food source. 

3. Electricity Generation: Tides are used to generate electricity in over 50 locations worldwide. Ocean 

Thermal Energy Conversion (OTEC) is also used, especially in equatorial regions. 

4. Climate: The ocean is the primary regulator of global temperature and rainfall distribution. It is the 

core component of the water cycle. 

5. Transport and Trade: Water transport is the most economical. Over 90% of global freight is moved 

via sea routes, making it ideal for heavy goods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



India, with its vast coastline of over 7,500 km and a growing "Blue Economy," offers extensive career and 

research opportunities in Oceanography.1 The field is multi-disciplinary, bridging physics, biology, 

chemistry, and engineering.2 

1. Educational Pathways in India 

To build a career in this field, students typically follow a path from pure sciences to specialized marine 

studies. 

• Undergraduate (B.Sc./B.Tech): Most students start with a Bachelor's in Physics, Chemistry, 

Zoology, Botany, Geology, or Microbiology. For engineering enthusiasts, B.Tech in Ocean 

Engineering or Civil Engineering is a great entry point. 

• Postgraduate (M.Sc./M.Tech): Specialized degrees are offered by premier institutes. Common 

courses include: 

o M.Sc. in Oceanography / Marine Biology / Marine Science.3 

o M.Tech in Ocean Technology / Coastal Management.4 

• Doctorate (Ph.D.): Essential for high-level research and academic positions.5 

Top Institutions: 

• IIT Madras & IIT Bhubaneswar: Known for Ocean Engineering and Climate Sciences. 

• Cochin University of Science and Technology (CUSAT):6 A pioneer in Marine Sciences. 

• Goa University & Andhra University: Offer robust M.Sc. and Ph.D. programs. 

• Annamalai University (CAS in Marine Biology): Renowned for biological research. 

 

2. Research Organizations (The Big Players)7 

India has world-class research infrastructure under the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) and CSIR. 

• National Institute of Oceanography (NIO), Goa: The hub for multidisciplinary ocean research 

(Biology, Chemistry, Geology, Physics).8 It has regional centers in Mumbai, Kochi, and 

Visakhapatnam.9 

• National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR), Goa: Leads India’s expeditions to the 

Arctic, Antarctica, and the Southern Ocean.10 

• Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS), Hyderabad: Focuses on 

ocean state forecasting, Tsunami early warnings, and mapping Potential Fishing Zones (PFZ). 

• National Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT), Chennai: Specialized in developing indigenous 

technology for deep-sea mining, underwater robotics, and desalination. 

• Space Applications Centre (SAC-ISRO), Ahmedabad:11 Uses satellite data for marine remote 

sensing and monitoring sea surface temperatures. 

 

 

 



3. Career Opportunities & Job Profiles 

Career paths in India are divided between government research, academia, and the growing private sector. 

Job Profile Focus Area Sector 

Physical 

Oceanographer 

Study of waves, tides, currents, and ocean-

atmosphere interaction. 
MoES, ISRO, Navy 

Marine Biologist 
Marine life, coral reef conservation, and 

biotechnology. 
NIO, Fisheries, NGOs 

Hydrographic 

Surveyor 

Mapping the ocean floor for navigation and 

construction. 
Indian Navy, Port Trusts 

Marine Geologist 
Exploring underwater minerals, oil, and gas 

deposits. 

ONGC, GSI (Geological 

Survey) 

Ocean Engineer 
Designing offshore platforms, ports, and 

underwater vehicles. 

L&T, Mazagon Dock, 

NIOT 

Environmental 

Consultant 

Managing coastal erosion and marine 

pollution (EIA). 

Private firms, State 

Govts 

 

4. Emerging Research Areas (2025–2026) 

If you are looking into research, these are currently the "hot" topics in the Indian context: 

• Deep-Sea Mission (Samudrayaan): India’s ambitious project to send humans 6,000 meters deep for 

mineral exploration (Poly-metallic nodules). 

• Climate Change & Monsoon: Studying how Indian Ocean warming affects the predictability of the 

Indian Monsoon. 

• Marine Biotechnology: Exploring marine microbes for new medicines and sustainable biofuels. 

• Blue Carbon: Researching mangroves and seagrasses for their carbon sequestration potential to 

fight climate change.12 

 


